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were to leave, this territory would be left m a
condition which no civilized Power could contem-
plate with equanimity or with composure. These
are the five stages of the 'Rake's Progress/ "
How far these incessant Frontier wars have had
that kind of history behind them is difficult to
answer. What is required of us, most of all, is that
such things should never be repeated in future. In
order to guarantee this, the old military policies of
a purely punitive and retaliatory type should gradu-
ally give way to something far more humane and
constructive.
Ever since the defeat of Russia by Japan, in 1904,
the actual Russian menace on the North-West
Frontier has been (from a military standpoint)
nugatory. After 1907, when the understanding with
Czanst Russia was completed and the Triple
Entente began to take shape, the situation was made
even more secure. During the World War, the
Frontier was depleted, and at one time early in the
struggle only a few thousand British soldiers were
left m India, without any harmful effect.
The attempted invasion from Afghanistan, imme-
diately after the war, was the only menace that
India has ever had of an invasion in recent times.
That danger is now practically over, for our mutual
relations have greatly improved and a pact of non-
aggression could be signed to-morrow if needed,
In the face of all these historical facts, which any
impartial historian would verify, Indian leaders of
the highest repute and integrity accuse Great